Zdravica predsednika Republike Slovenije Boruta Pahorja na svečani večerji, 
ki jo ob priložnosti državniškega obiska na Norveškem, 
6. novembra 2019, v kraljevi palači v Oslu, gosti norveški kraljevi par
Your Majesties, Your Royal Highness

I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for your warm welcome and outstanding hospitality, and for giving an excellent example of a "koselig" [hüseli]atmosphere.

This is a very special occasion. Eight years ago, when your Majestis visited Slovenia, we opened a new chapter in relations between our two countries. With this visit, we are reaffirming our true friendship.

I am delighted and privileged to visit your country. The world famous beauty of yourlandscape, the strength of the Norwegian people and the genius of your scientists, artists, athletes, diplomats and many other Norwegians, have given your country longstanding world fame. 

The courage of the Royal Family, your leaders and people of which I was reminded at the wreath laying ceremony at the National Monument, is echoed today in your fearless engagement in upholding democratic values and human rights - both at home and abroad.

I pay tribute to a strong commitment of Norway to peace and security, and to its active role in facilitating conflict solutions around the world. 

It is with reason that Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo. 

Our two countries have, in the past three decades, developed extensive cooperation in international peace and security, humanitarian assistance, human rights, demining and gender equality. We are members of NATO.

We are proud on long tradition of our bilateral ties and cooperation.

There is one thing that ties our nations strongly together - long tradition in skiing (as one of rare nations, we do not use Norwegian source for the word "ski", but our own "smučke"). 

It is not a coincidence that ski jumping is at home both in Slovenia and in Norway. The first international competition in Planica was organised 85 years ago with a Norwegian Birger Ruud to set the first ever world record with 92 metres. 

Another very long tradition relates to the beekeeping. Carniolan honeybee was – more than hundred years ago, one of the first export articles from our lands to Norway. Nowadays, we are both aware of the importance of bees and pollinators for our ecosystem and food chain. 

In this and in many other areas we have joined our efforts to preserve environment, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and transform our economies to become more sustainable. To this end, research institutes and business entities from both our countries have already engaged in cooperation to develop green technologies.

Our Capitals, Oslo and Ljubljana, two Green Capitals of Europe, geographically so farapart, share the same values and way of life. 

Many Norwegians have already encountered Slovenia also through Slovenian products and companies, representatives of some of them are here tonight.

I am truly grateful that this visit came to be. I will do my utmost to ensure that Norway and Slovenia in the future will engage in even more comprehensive cooperation for the benefit of their peoples.

Your Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I now ask you to raise your glasses with me as I propose a toast. To their Majesties the King and the Queen and to his Royal Highness. To the happiness of your people and to the friendship and close ties between the people of the Kingdom of Norway and the Republic of Slovenia.

