Zdravica slovenskega predsednika Boruta Pahorja na kosilu, ki ga ob priložnosti državniškega obiska na Norveškem, 7. novembra 2019, v vladni rezidenci v Oslu,

gosti minister za digitalizacijo v norveški vladi Nikolai Astrup

Your Majesties, Your Royal Highness, distinguished Ministers, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. 
Let me begin by thanking Minister Astrup for hosting this lunch on behalf of the Norwegian Government. It is a great privilege for me to visit Norway and to address you here at the Government Guest House.

During the last day and a half , I have enjoyed the generous hospitality of Your Majesties and have had a very good discussions with the President of Stortinget and the Prime Minister on our bilateral cooperation, joint efforts in the Alliance, climate change and green transition, regional and global challenges. I have met representatives from the Norwegian science, business and sports communities and have been thoroughly impressed with their level of professionalism, enterprieneurship and innovativeness.  

My observation is that Slovenia and Norway have very similar views on many issues, especially on the future development of our two countries. This connects us, not only bilaterally, but also on a wider, global scale. 

Our countries enjoy longstanding friendly relations, which I am very pleased to be able to reaffirm and enhance with this visit. Our bilateral economic cooperation during the last decade has grown to the highest value yet. It is still modest; however, the growth is expected to continue. 

There is a lot of potential for our bilateral economic cooperation to increase, especially when it comes to circular economy, sustainable solutions and artificial intelligence, which are crucial for meeting the Sustainable Development Goals as well as combating climate change. We are both strongly committed to sustainable development, preserving our environment and fighting global change. We are both aware of the importance of bees and pollinators for our ecosystem and food chain.
Today's event at SINTEF provided perfect opportunity to upgrade cooperation between Norwegian and Slovenian scientists and entrepreneurs in the future. I am optimistic that Slovenia and Norway will establish even closer cooperation in the field of Artificial Intelligence, also through the UNESCO-sponsored International Research Centre for Artificial Intelligence, which we are aiming to be located at the Institute Jožef Stefan in Ljubljana. 

Slovenia and Norway are partners and allies in Nato. We appreciate Norway's contribution to the stability of the Western Balkan, our imminent neighbour. It is in our shared strategic interest to assure the integration of the region in the EU and Nato – for those that wish so. We highly appreciate Norway's contribution to the region, in particular through development assistance, The Positive Agenda for the Youth is one area where I see possibilities for even stronger Slovenian – Norwegian cooperation in the Western Balkans.  

Norway used to be one of the major donor countries for demining activities in the Western Balkans through the Slovenia based organization ITF. Norway contributed more than 58 million USD in the period 1999 to 2011. We are sincerely  grateful for this important and significant contribution, and are ready to expand cooperation with Norway to address humanitarian consequences caused by explosive remnants of war as well as conventional weapons destruction and other kind of assistance in other parts of the world.

Norway and Slovenia have always been reliable multilateral partners. Both countries are strong advocates of effective multilateralism  with United Nations' in the central role. This is vital to maintaining peace and security, preventing future conflicts, achieving fair, just and sustainable development, and ensuring respect for human rights - especially of women and girls as we all agree that implementing the Women, Peace and Security agenda is key to achieving sustainable peace and development. Slovenia, like Norway, firmly believes that a rule based system and unconditioned respect for the rule of law should be the foundation of our multilateral world order. 

Slovenia regards Norway as an important and reliable partner through the EEA partnership. The EEA Grants and Norway Grants provide much valued support, which strengthens ties between our two nations in many areas, especially in the field of gender equality, education and combating climate change.

Your Majesties, your Royal Highness, distinguished guests, I would like to propose a toast:  To the Government of Norway and to creating a peaceful, prosperous and green future for the benefit of Norway, Slovenia, all countries of the world and the coming generations.
