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   Memorandum  on the Future of the United Nations

Interdependence is the new reality of our time. It is time to recognize it.

Sixty years ago the founders of the United Nations and drafters of its Charter found their inspiration in lessons learned from the tragedies of the war, from genocide and the first use of weapons of mass destruction, from Auschwitz and Hiroshima. 

The highly ambitious principles and values basic to the charter are as pertinent today as ever: we must be governed today as they were then by the supreme values of life, the dignity of the human person, and the mutual respect of all cultures and civilizations in their diversity. 


Our task, however, can be performed only if we take full account of the fundamental changes brought about in the last twenty years: by the advancement of scientific knowledge and the awareness of its ethical challenges, by the threats to the environment from natural disasters and manmade degradations, by the increasing gap between affluent and deprived, by the as yet uncontrolled explosion of the information society and by the temptations to disregard the needed multilateral partnership of civilizations in favour of restricted coalitions and unilateral power politics in a world where one nation exercises an overwhelming supremacy, by the persistence of unresolved conflicts, threats of genocide, new forms of terrorism and of the international crime and unchecked increase of health hazards such as HIV and malaria. 

The time is thus ripe to recognize the new era in the life of human societies living side-by-side, mutually responsible for the future of our single globe and declare our interdependence.


As former political leaders who have dealt with power and sovereignty, and as intellectuals and jurists who are committed to the internationalisation of norms and rights, all acknowledging the constraints of power, we aim to develop and support policies that enact the norms and rights.


The world is in urgent need of a new awareness, a new vision and a new dynamic, requiring the rejuvenation of the network of international, global, and regional institutions and the reaffirmation of the role to be played by a strong and efficient “hub”, which can only and must be the United Nations. 
For this “hub” to be effective it requires:

· From member states, notably the most powerful, a renewed and revalidated commitment to make full use of it as an incontrovertible instrument for the settlement of disputes, the eradication of hazards, the construction of effective forms of governance in all fields, not only political but also economic development, protection of the environment and effective promotion of basic human rights for all, men and women alike;

· From citizens associations, churches, cities, trade unions: new modes of access and participation in the shaping of answers to the new challenges.

· From economic actors: their interests and responsibilities to be made consistent with the basic objectives of the charter.

The legitimacy and credibility of the UN Security Council should be increased, taking into account the recommendations of the “Panel”, by an increase of its membership to include as permanent members such nations as Japan, India, Germany, Brazil and South Africa, and as non-permanent members ten nations among the regional groupings. The principle of unanimity of the permanent members should be reviewed, and its negative effects limited by appropriate negotiations of decisions under chapter VII of the Charter. 

New measures should be foreseen for the prevention of conflicts arising within a sovereign country, sheltered by an abuse of the principle of national sovereignty and involving gross violations of human rights. Where states have “failed” in the aftermath of conflicts, the United Nations must assume the responsibility of nation-building programs, with as great an appeal to worldwide solidarity as has been shown in reaction to such natural catastrophes as the recent tsunami or in the aftermath of the Second World War in the shape of UNRRA. An Appropriate organ (whether the Trusteeship Council revisited or a subsidiary to the Security Council) should organize and review such programs required to restore their economy and promote their democratic institutions. Such measures are indeed urgently required to deal both with traditional and with newly emerging forms of insecurity affecting member states. 

But the past decades have brought forward a number of new challenges of fundamental importance for the peoples of the world in fields other than the traditional threats to peace. As a consequence of the period of decolonization of former empires, with the emerging of more than one hundred and twenty new sovereign states, fields have to be identified in which new forms of international global or regional cooperation among all components of the community must be given substance and strength. 


Thus the United Nations should follow closely the development of science and technology. Concern for biological security should not be limited to biological weapons and deadly epidemics such as AIDS and malaria. Development of biological sciences and new bio-technologies, such as genetics and cell biology, system biology and "synthesis biology" which will allow the production of biological artefacts having the characteristics of living beings, may be sources of hazards as well as of benefits for humanity. This is already the case for Genetically Modified Organisms and for reproductive and therapeutic cloning. The UN has not invested sufficient time and effort in studying the ethical aspects of bio-technological development as such. This was manifested in the failure of the UN to reach any decision on reproductive and therapeutic cloning of human cells. A UN agency dedicated to the problems of biological security and societal effects of science and technology should be established to provide advice and recommendations.

Another major aspect of recent years is that we are entering in a new era of our relations with matter (inert as well as live) beyond the era of energy into the era of information. The former has lead to a globalizing market economy, while the latter rests on a new physical magnitude whose applications (informatics, Internet, mobiles, robots, numerized telecommunications, bio- and nano-technologies) lead to new, as yet superbly ignored, modes of exchanges and affect such new hazards as climatic changes, pollution increases, dramatic inequalities between a small number of winners and vast masses of losers, and the spreading of all sorts of mafias and forms of violence. Choosing not to deal with these new factors to be urgently anticipated would leave the U.N. irrelevant in the coming age. 


Many of these problems have been the subject of worldwide conferences convened by the United Nations during the last decade of the past century: Rio, Peking, Vienna, Copenhagen, Istanbul, Cairo. Their findings have been reviewed during the year 2000 and incorporated in the Millennium Declaration with its clearly set out objectives. However, none of the organs or agencies of the United Nations family is in a position to elaborate, propose, reach consensus and ensure implementation of answers to these new and enduring challenges. To be effective, such an organ must bring together states at the highest level, all the wisdom available in all cultures, allow citizens associations to make their voices heard, private enterprise to take part in its deliberations, and put all existing international institutions to the task of joining their interdependent abilities for the solution of the problems to be solved. 

The legitimacy of such an organ can only be founded on the U.N. Charter, where such an organ bears the ambitious title of Economic and Social Council, one of the six main organs of the Organization. 
But having lost for many years now its central function, its mandate, composition, status and missions have to be fundamentally renewed in the light of the tasks to be performed:

1. Terrorism has taken new forms since the drafting of the UN Charter. It is no longer a mere species of international crime. Though its instigators may include well-to-do members of our societies, driven to extremes by ideologies or theologies of hate, their threatening success is predicated upon the influence they exert on the masses of underprivileged members of these societies. It must therefore be hoped and expected that the spreading of democratic institutions and respect for basic human rights constitutes the primary weapon needed, far beyond the necessary close cooperation of all investigating, policing and judicial institutions. 

2. The still growing gap between rich and poor, developed, developing and underdeveloped countries and within each of them between those that have access and those that fail to have access to the fulfilment of their basic needs and the respect of their basic rights can be filled only in an interdependent and globalized world economy by giving a clear mandate to all bearers of power and responsibility to support without fail the programs to be jointly implemented.

3. New forms of threats such as those described on the previous page must also fall under the jurisdiction of the rejuvenated Council and they must be considered only as examples of what can be foreseen today, not of what else is in store if we think of the speed with which human societies are reaching daily new hazards and new challenges. 

Thus the Economic and Social Council mentioned and described in chapter X of the Charter would be turned into the much needed forum for economic and social security, which means the actual promotion and protection of all human rights, civic, economic, social and cultural. Only an organ meeting at the top political level is in a position to ensure the essential task in an interdependent economy of arbitrating and mediating between the trends characteristic of the globalized society: the commercial and financial forces intent on enlarging for the benefit of their competitive development, with the freedom from all constraints of national, regional and worldwide markets on the one hand, and on the other hand the democratic requirements of the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights for all, with the fair sharing of public goods in a spirit of social justice. In this context it is equally necessary to either create a new organ or empower adequate existing organs to arbitrate, mediate and perform other necessary juridical functions. 

With the same or similar membership as the Security Council, ECOSOC should sit permanently and hold at least two sessions a year at the level of heads of state or government and be followed in between these sessions by personal representatives of the heads of state (similar to what happens in the G8 sessions run in between sessions by so-called “sherpas”). Whereas the G8 system has no worldwide democratic basis, ECOSOC should be in a position to unfold strategies dealing with the new challenges on a sufficiently long-term basis to be effective and give leadership to all the institutions of the U.N. family as well as to the indispensable regional and sub-regional organizations. A Vice-Secretary General of outstanding economic and social competence should be appointed and confirmed by a vote of the General Assembly, to serve the Council and ensure appropriate access to its deliberations of NGO’s, cities’ organizations, trade unions and other semi-public and private sectors, scientists and philosophers concerned with the rapid evolution of our societies in the new era. 

None of these proposals require any fundamental alteration of the Charter, but their efficiency entirely depends on the deeply renewed commitment and investment of all Members of the Organization, which should be expressed in no uncertain terms during the 60th session of the General Assembly.

endorsement by Collegium Members,

signed by:

ATLAN Henri, Bio-physicist and philosopher, France 
BARBER Benjamin, Professor, Political Analyst, USA

CARDOSO Fernando Henrique, former President of Brazil 
DELMAS-MARTY Mireille, University Law Professor, France

DREIFUSS Ruth, former President of Swiss Confederation

EVANS Gareth, President ICG, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Australia 
FRASER Malcolm, former Prime Minister, Australia, Chairman of the InterAction Council

H.R.H. Prince El HASSAN bin Talal, President of Club of Rome, Jordan 
HESSEL Stephane, Ambassador of France 
KUCAN Milan, former President of Slovenia

PASSET Rene, Economist, France 
ROBIN Jacques, Philosopher, Founder of ‘Transversales', France

ROBINSON Mary, former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
former President of Ireland 

 ROCARD Michel, former Prime Minister of France 

SACHS Wolfgang, Economist, Chairman of Greenpeace, Germany 
VON WEIZSÄCKER Richard, former President of the Federal Republic of Germany 
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